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Chicago & Illinois River Marketing, LLC 
A wholly-owwed suhidiary qf Nidera, Inc. 
960 E. Buy Street Milwuukee, W153207 

(800) 766-0271 

February 6, 2003 

I k a r  .4dmiral P a d  J .  Phita 
Assistan1 Commandant for Mariiic Safety, 

Security and Environnienlal Protection 
United States Coast Guard 
2100 Second Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20593 

RE: Docket No. USCG-2002-11288 - a 8 

Deal- Atlmii-a1 Pluta: 

On January 23,2003, the Unitcd Statcs Coast guard published a iiroposcd ruleinaking to significantly 
increase rates for pilotage services on the Great Lakes. The Coast Guard proposes io illcrease rates to 
varymg dcgrees in each a m i  of thc Great Lakes with an average overall increase in excess of 2 5  percent. 

Pilotage fees are thc sccond largest operating expcruc tor ocean ;oing vessels providing service to U.S. and 
Canadian Grenl Lakes ports. This increase will Iiavc a significar t impact 011 the cost of hatisporting cargo 
011 the Great Lakes. 

\ v ] d K  tlic Coilsi Guni-tl has recpicstcd public coiimeiii and povitled a 45 day period for rhe public lo review 
the decision. snidy supporting documentation. and ofTei- input, yotiI agency has also aiinounced its intention 
l o  implement this rate increase in an -'interim mling" on Febniari  14'". This is well before the elid of the 
conimeiit period. Thc Coast Guard indicatcs that if public conin-rnts arc compelling, it will readjust tlic 
raye increase at a later date. 

I ani writing to opposc :illy interin1 1-uling prior to the cnd of tlie public conimcnt period. 

\Vc have a strong iiitercst in the potential negative impact of this proposal on ouI business. The Coast 
Gttai-d's plan to implement tlie ]-ate increase in a so-callcd "iti(eria" fashion violates o u r  right LO ha\:e O I I ~  

views fairly considered bcforc damage is done. Coniinodity purc.hases and shipping decisions will be made 
tiiiseii 011 ~ l i c  Coast Guard's inrerim decision. Your agency's ofti:r IO readjust 1-ales a[ a laler date is hollow 
in  that such a move will 1101 restorc lost business. 

Sincerely, 

fZirl$rd Blaylock 
General Manager 


